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Table 6.2 A. Principal Imports
Quantity : Thousand tonnes

Value : ` crore & US $ million

1960-61 1970-71 1980-81
Qty. `. Cr $ million Qty. `. Cr $ million Qty. `. Cr $ million

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10)
I. Food and live animals chiefly for ... 214 449 ... 242 321 ... 380 481

food (excl. cashew raw)
of which:

I.1 Cereals and cereal preparations 3747.7 181 380 3343.2 213 282 400.8 100 127
II. Raw materials and intermediate ... 527 1105 ... 889 1176 ... 9760 12341

manufactures
II.1 Cashewnuts (unprocessed) na ... ... 169.4 29 39 25 9 11
II.2 Crude rubber (including

synthetic and reclaimed) 36.2 11 23 7.8 4 5 26.2 32 40
II.3 Fibres ... 101 212 ... 127 168 ... 164 208

of which:
II.3.1 Synthetic and regenerated

fibres (man-made fibres) 0.2 ... ... 15.8 9 12 68.8 97 122
II.3.2 Raw wool 1.9 1 2 19 15 20 18.8 43 55
II.3.3 Raw cotton 237.1 82 172 139.1 99 131 na ... ...
II.3.4 Raw jute 100.4 8 17 0.7 ... 0 8 1 1
II.4 Petroleum, oil and lubricants 800 69 145 12767 136 180 23537 5264 6656
II.5 Animal and vegetable oils and fats ... 5 10 ... 39 51 ... 709 896

of which:
II.5.1 Edible oils 31.1 4 8 84.7 23 31 1633.3 677 857
II.6 Fertilizers and chemical products ... 88 185 ... 217 286 ... 1490 1884

of which:
II.6.1 Fertilizers and fertilizer mfg 307 13 27 2392.7 86 113 5560.2 818 1034
II.6.2 Chemical elements and compounds ... 39 82 ... 68 90 ... 358 453
II.6.3 Dyeing, tanning and

colouring material ... 1 2 ... 9 12 ... 21 26
II.6.4 Medicinal and pharmaceutical

products ... 10 21 ... 24 32 ... 85 107
II.6.5 Plastic material, regenerated

cellulose and artificial resins ... 9 19 ... 8 11 ... 121 154
II.7 Pulp and waste paper 80.3 7 15 71.7 12 16 36.9 18 23
II.8 Paper, paper board and

manufactures thereof 55.6 12 25 159 25 33 371.4 187 236
II.9 Non-metallic mineral manufactures ... 6 13 ... 33 44 ... 555 702

of which:
II.9.1 Pearls, precious and semiprecious

stones, unworked or worked ... 1 2 ... 25 33 ... 417 527
II.10 Iron and steel 1325.2 123 258 683.4 147 194 2031.1 852 1078
II.11 Non-ferrous metals ... 47 99 ... 119 158 ... 477 604
III. Capital goods a ... 356 747 ... 404 534 ... 1910 2416
III.1 Manufactures of metals ... 23 48 ... 9 12 ... 90 113
III.2 Non-electrical machinery

apparatus and appliances including machine 
tools b

... 203 426 ... 258 341 ... 1089 1377

III.3 Electrical machinery,
apparatus and appliances b ... 57 120 ... 70 93 ... 260 328

III.4 Transport equipment ... 72 151 ... 67 88 ... 472 597
Total Imports ... 1122 2353 ... 1634 2162 ... 12549 15869

Contd....
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Table 6.2(A) Principal Imports
Quantity : Thousand tonnes

Value : ` crore & US $ million

1990-91 2000-01 2019-20
Qty. `. Cr $ million Qty. `. Cr $ million Qty. `. Cr $ million

(1) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19)
I. Food and live animals chiefly for ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

food (excl. cashew raw)
of which:

I.1 Cereals and cereal preparations 308.3 182 102 69.9 90 20 777 2312 324
II. Raw materials and intermediate ... ... ...

manufactures ... ... ... ... ... ...
II.1 Cashewnuts (unprocessed) 82.6 134 75 249.7 962 211 941 9026 1278
II.2 Crude rubber (including 891 11014 1556

synthetic and reclaimed) 105.1 226 126 119.1 695 152
II.3 Fibres ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

of which:
II.3.1 Synthetic and regenerated ... 3478 491

fibres (man-made fibres) 21.2 56 31 42.6 275 60
II.3.2 Raw wool 29.4 182 102 53.7 458 100 69 1593 225
II.3.3 Raw cotton 0.2 1 0 212.3 1185 259 744 9371 1328
II.3.4 Raw jute 32.1 20 11 67.3 84 18 77 350 49
II.4 Petroleum, oil and lubricants 29359 10816 6028 ... 71497 15650 ... 925168 130550
II.5 Animal and vegetable oils and fats ... ... ... ... ... ...

of which:
II.5.1 Edible oils 525.8 326 182 4267.9 6093 1334 14722 68558 9673
II.6 Fertilizers and chemical products ... ... ... ... ... ...

of which:
II.6.1 Fertilizers and fertilizer mfg 7560.3 1766 984 7423.4 3034 664 29962 52817 7468
II.6.2 Chemical elements and compounds ... 2289 1276 ... 1542 338 ... 199974 28260
II.6.3 Dyeing, tanning and ... 20565 2906

colouring material ... 168 94 ... 874 191
II.6.4 Medicinal and pharmaceutical ... 45727 6460

products ... 468 261 ... 1723 377
II.6.5 Plastic material, regenerated ... 103589 14634

cellulose and artificial resins ... 1095 610 ... 2551 558
II.7 Pulp and waste paper 678.2 458 255 1050.9 1290 282 ... 8091 1143
II.8 Paper, paper board and ... 23472 3318

manufactures thereof 286.4 456 254 585.6 2005 439
II.9 Non-metallic mineral manufactures ... ... ... ... 797 174

of which:
II.9.1 Pearls, precious and semiprecious ... 159066 22459

stones, unworked or worked ... 3738 2083 ... 22101 4838
II.10 Iron and steel 1920.5 2113 1178 1613.6 3569 781 14288 75855 10734
II.11 Non-ferrous metals ... 1102 614 ... 2462 539 ... 311406 44096
III. Capital goods a ... 10466 5833 ... 25281 5534 ... 485797 68543
III.1 Manufactures of metals ... 302 168 ... 1786 391 ... 39394 5566
III.2 Non-electrical machinery b ... 133450 18859

apparatus and appliances including
machine tools ... 4240 2363 ... 16915 3703

III.3 Electrical machinery, ... 133473 18833
apparatus and appliances b ... 1702 949 ... 2227 487

III.4 Transport equipment ... 1670 931 ... 4353 953 ... 179480 25285
III.5 Project Goods ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 16618 2376

Total Imports ... 43198 24075 ... 228307 51413 ... 3360954 474709
Contd....

(Contd....)
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Table 6.2(A) Principal Imports
Quantity : Thousand tonnes

Value :  crore & US $ million

2020-21 2020-21 (Apr-Sep) 2021-22 (Apr-Sep) (P) 
Qty. `. Cr $ million Qty. `. Cr $ million Qty. `. Cr $ million

(1) (20) (21) (22) (23) (24) (25) (26) (27) (28)
I. Food and live animals chiefly for ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

food (excl. cashew raw)
of which:

I.1 Cereals and cereal preparations 253 1568 211 151 765 102 105 808 109
II. Raw materials and intermediate ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

manufactures
II.1 Cashewnuts (unprocessed) 834 7491 1006 546 4799 639 601 5582 756
II.2 Crude rubber (including 892 10893 1474 355 4141 552 496 7591 1027

synthetic and reclaimed)
II.3 Fibres ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

of which:
II.3.1 Synthetic and regenerated ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

fibres (man-made fibres)
II.3.2 Raw wool 82 995 134 29 449 60 58 800 108
II.3.3 Raw cotton 231 2861 386 112 1376 183 127 2195 297
II.3.4 Raw jute 29 179 24 17 98 13 16 111 15
II.4 Petroleum, oil and lubricants 611353 82684 240166 32013 518333 70120
II.5 Animal and vegetable oils and fats

of which:
II.5.1 Edible oils 13540 82123 11089 6835 35869 4781 7138 65403 8851
II.6 Fertilizers and chemical products

of which:
II.6.1 Fertilizers and fertilizer mfr 31738 56405 7597 16481 29316 3913 15207 39125 5294
II.6.2 Chemical elements and compounds* ... 209326 28267 ... 92351 12303 ... 145040 19623
II.6.3 Dyeing, tanning and ... 20218 2734 ... 7799 1039 ... 12819 1734

colouring material
II.6.4 Medicinal and pharmaceutical ... 51737 6975 ... 26189 3490 ... 35266 4773

products
II.6.5 Plastic material, regenerated ... 99874 13510 ... 38176 5089 ... 68135 9218

cellulose and artificial resins
II.7 Pulp and waste paper ... 6303 851 ... 2706 360 ... 5149 697
II.8 Paper, paper board and ... 20095 2714 ... 8318 1106 ... 14511 1963

manufactures thereof
II.9 Non-metallic mineral manufactures

of which:
II.9.1 Pearls, precious and semiprecious ... 139024 18888 ... 38776 5208 ... 108933 14733

stones, unworked or worked
II.10 Iron and steel 10857 61288 8279 4635 25051 3334 5123 40561 5487
II.11 Non-ferrous metals ... 346844 47111 ... 87817 11725 ... 240610 32484
III. Capital goodsa ... 406644 54983 ... 160425 21385 ... 218011 29493
III.1 Manufactures of metals** ... 35121 4750 ... 13557 1807 ... 21101 2855
III.2 Non-electrical machineryb ... 120329 16271 ... 47369 6314 ... 72580 9819

apparatus and appliances including
machine tools

III.3 Electrical machinery, ... 102189 13814 ... 41197 5490 ... 61591 8333
apparatus and appliancesb

III.4 Transport equipment ... 137897 18649 ... 52979 7065 ... 59171 8003
III.5 Project Goods ... 11107 1499 ... 5322 710 ... 3567 483

Total Imports ... 2915958 394436 ... 1139032 151938 ... 2025108 273894

Source : DGCI&S, Kolkata 
Notes:
P: Provisional.
... : Not Available. 
a : From the year 1987-88 onwards, capital goods include project goods. 
b : From the year 1991-92 onwards, Items III.2 & III.3 exclude electronic goods. 
* : II.6.2  Chemical elements and compounds includes Organic & Inorganic Chemicals,Chemical material & Products 
** : Items belonging to Manufactures of Metals (Except few ITCHS) already considered under other Groups of Table 4A. 

(Contd....)


